
MADUMA – THE RHINO THAT REFUSED TO DIE 
 
On the 4 April 2011, poachers crept up on óMadumaô, a fourteen year old Black rhino 
lazily minding his own business on 
Matendere Ranch in the Save Valley 
Conservancy and shot him at point 
blank range using an AK47 weapon.  
They had intended to hit him in the 
head, hoping to kill him but instead 
they got him in the right jaw, 
breaking his jaw and temporarily 
rendering him unconscious.  Two 
other bullets ripped through his right 
shoulder lodging behind his left 
scapula and the fourth hit him in the 
brisket, the flap of skin hanging 
down under his huge head. 
Seeing Maduma collapsing to the ground, the poachers rushed to him and proceeded to 
hack off his two horns with an axe, leaving him dead - as they thought.   
Two hours later, Maduma came around, got up and unsteadily made off into the bush, 

his face a horrific mass of 
open flesh, his one nostril a 
gaping hole through the front 
of his face, limping badly 
from the bullet wound in his 
right leg. 
 
Maduma had been born in the 
Save Valley Conservancy 
about fourteen years ago , a 
calf born to óJennyô who was 
poached in September 2009 
and had lived his 
uncomplicated life surrounded 
by the beautiful bush of the 
lowveld, until that fateful day. 

 
A week later, a group of Matendere scouts were walking through the bush, came across 
a horrific sight of a live rhino with his horribly massacred face a mass of seething 
maggots and blow worm, yet still alive and even more amazing, eating and defecating 
with seemingly no problems despite having a broken jaw.  He was breathing through a 
hole in the wound as his nostril had been destroyed by the axe blows. 



Chris Foggin, the National Parks veterinarian was immediately called in and they darted 
Maduma and attended to his wounds.  The 
blow fly and maggots were removed one by 
one, each one being taken out by tweezers; 
strong anti-biotics were injected into the 
bullet wounds and smeared in to the open 

suppurating mess that was his face and 
strong painkillers were given to him before 
the anesthetic was reversed and he was set 
free again.  It was decided to leave him in 
the bush as he was able to eat with no 
problems despite his broken jaw.  Putting 
him in a óbomaô would have been very 
stressful to him and he could possibly have 
died as he would not have understood why 
he was being held captive and would have 
tried to but his way out.   
 

Two weeks later, the vets returned to treat his wounds 
again and amazingly in two weeks, the wound has 
started to heal with a skin forming over the wound.  He 
still breathes through his gaping nostril, although the 

other one seems to be alright.  
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The bullet wounds are healing well and were 
reinjected with strong antibiotics. 
 
This is the second reporting of a rhino that has 
survived having itôs horns hacked off.  The first one 
was a female in Natal National Park in South Africa in 
November last year and survived her horrific ordeal 
to go on and lead a normal life and apparently is now 
pregnant with her first calf.   
 
A National Geographic journalist arrived to do a story 
a few days after the second veterinary visit and 
Maduma was most indignant at another intrusion and 
proceeded to chase everyone up the closest trees 
including the journalist who dropped his camera and 
missed out on the best shots of Maduma peering up 

at him in the tree. 
 
 
 
The biggest tragedy lies in knowing 
that at the current rate of poaching, 
these incredible prehistoric animals 
could be extinct within a few years 
and our children and their 
descendants will never get to see 
these wonderful animals.  
 
 As the local African tribe say here in 
Zimbabwe 
 
 
 
 
KANA YA PERA, YA PERA – WHEN THEY’RE GONE, THEY’RE GONE… 
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